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In order to receive CEs for sessions, please complete the evaluation
provided at the end of the conference. You will receive a certificate of
completion.

Nursing
Columbus Public Health will award nursing contact hours. Criteria for
successful completion include attending the entire session and
submission of a completed evaluation form. Columbus Public Health is
approved as a provider of continuing nursing education by the
Colorado Nurses Association, an accredited approver by the American
Nurses Credentialing Center’s Commission on Accreditation (OBN-001-
91). For more information regarding nursing continuing education
contact hours, please contact Lisa Burgess at
LDBurgess@columbus.gov. 

Certified in Public Health (CPH) and Certified in Disease Intervention (CDI)
Attendees may submit sessions from this conference for Certified in
Public Health (CPH) and Certified in Disease Intervention (CDI)
continuing education credits. 

PHEP 12.1 Grant Deliverable Credit
Eight sessions have been approved by the Ohio Department of Health
to meet the eligibility requirements for the PHEP 12.1 grant deliverable.
These approved sessions are marked with a “       ”. Because some
sessions are offered concurrently, participants may be able to attend
and receive credit for up to 6 sessions total. Participants must complete
4 approved sessions to meet the PHEP 12.1 grant deliverable
requirement.
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11:00 - 11:45 am 45 min Registration, Lunch Buffet, Exhibits and Vendors

11:45 - 12:00 pm 15 min Welcome: Adam Howard, MPH, REHS, Deputy Health Commissioner, Delaware
Public Health District and President, Ohio Public Health Association

12:00 - 12:30 pm 30 min
 Opening Remarks: Theresa Sanchez and Mary Salimbene, Conference Chairs
 Awards: Celebrating Public Health Champions - 2026 PHN and Epidemiologist    
 Awards 

12:30 - 1:30 pm 60 min
Keynote Speaker: Building Community Resilience through a Collective Impact
Approach - Kelly Morris, MPH, BSN, RN, EHSIT, Carroll County General Health
District and Katie Cottle, MS, CHES, OCPS, You Thrive Training & Consulting, LLC

1:30 - 1:45 pm 15 min Break: Exhibits and Vendors

1:45 - 2:45 pm 60 min
General Session: Inside Wildlife Epidemiology: Monitoring Disease in Zoos and
Beyond, Pam Dennis, PhD, DVM, Cleveland Metroparks Zoo and The Ohio State
University

2:45 - 3:00 pm 15 min Break: Exhibits, Vendors, and Snacks

3:00 - 4:00 pm 60 min

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
• Session 1 NURSING: Advancing Healthy Aging Through Community
Partnership and Mobile Wellness Outreach- Amy Weaver, PhD, RN, CNE,
Youngstown State University
• Session 2 LEADERSHIP: You’re Already Doing the Work: Turning Everyday
Public Health Practice into Accreditation Success- Anne Goon, MS, RD, LD,
Public Health Services Council of Ohio
• Session 3 EPI: Cyclosporiasis in Ohio — June - August, 2026- Elizabeth Polter,
PhD, MPH, Ohio Department of Health

4:00 - 5:00 pm 60 min

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
• Session 1 NURSING: Leading Collaborative Public Health Strategies to Prevent
Human Trafficking- Kirsti Mouncey, LISW-S, MSW, Collaborative to End Human
Trafficking, CWRU
• Session 2 LEADERSHIP:  Public Speaking for Public Health- Mark Adams
• Session 3 EPI: Effective Survey Design for your Public Health Data Needs,
Ramona Olvera, PhD, Iluminar Insights LLC

5:00 - 5:15 pm 10 min Evaluation if only attending Day 1 / (4.25 hours CE credit for entire day)

5:15 - 6:15 pm 1 hour Networking Reception
Please join us for food, drinks, and networking

Conference Agenda
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7:30 - 8:00 am 30 min Registration, Continental Breakfast, Exhibits and Vendors

8:00 - 8:15 am 15 min Welcome and PHN Section Updates: Theresa Sanchez, RN, Certified Grief
Recovery Specialist II, PHN Section Chair

8:15 - 9:15 am 60 min General Session: Social Media and the Developing Brain: Understanding
Risk and Reward, Hannah Swift, QBHS, Gracehaven

9:15 - 10:15 am 60 min General Session: Sociology of Pandemics: Social Structures, Perceptions,
and Public Health- Robert Carrothers, PhD, Ohio Northern University

10:15 - 10:30 am 15 min Break: Exhibits and Vendors

10:30 - 11:30 am 60 min

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
• Session 1 NURSING:  When Traditional Response Systems Fall Short:
Lessons from a Pertussis Outbreak in a Rural Amish Community- Nathan
Hoffer, BSN, RN and Katie Lantzch, MPH, CHES, Williams County Health
Department
• Session 2 LEADERSHIP: Measuring what matters: Using Data to Drive
Public Health Action- Lexi Chirakos, PhD and Becky Carroll, MPA, Health
Policy Institute of Ohio (HPIO) 
• Session 3 EPI: Excel for Field Epidemiologists Panel Workshop- Tyler
Briggs, MPH, Wood County Health Department and Mary Salimbene,
MPH, CIC, Union County Health Department

11:30 am - 12:30 pm 60 min

BREAKOUT SESSIONS
• Session 1 NURSING: Nursing Law, Carol Roe
• Session 2 LEADERSHIP: From Practice to Paper: Strategies for
Developing a Publishable Research Paper, Sheryl Chatfield
• Session 3 EPI: From Data to Action: Leveraging GIS and Partnerships to
Build Community-Centered Public Health Tools- Olivia Artman, MA and
Becky Lehman, MPH, MPA, CHES, Portage County Health District 

12:30 - 1:30 pm 60 min Break: Lunch Buffet, Exhibits and Vendors

1:30 - 2:30 pm 60 min General Session: Public Health Workforce self-care session

2:30 - 2:45 pm 15 min Conference wrap-up/evaluation – See you next year! 
(5 hours CE credit for entire day) 
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